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CHAPTER

Introduction

1.1 The National Council 'or Teacher Education 
(NCTE), a statutory body, was established 
under the provisions of the National Council 
for Teacher Education Act, 1993 (No. 73 of 
1993) on 17th August, 1995. The Council 
was set up with a view to achieving planned 
and coo'dinated development o" teacher 
education system throughout the country, 
the regu ation and proper maintenance of 
norms and standards in the teacher 
education system and for matters 
connected therewith.This momentous step 
has transformed the erstwhile National 
Council for Teacher Education, which was 
functioning as an advisory body with its 
secretadat in the National Council of 
Educational Research and Training 
(NCERT) for nearly two decades, into a 
body with statutory powers and 
respons bilities to regulate the entire gamut 
of teacner education system.

and duly demarcated territorial jurisdiction; 
notified the norms and standards for pre
primary, elementary and secondary teacher 
education institutions; and laid down the 
prccedu-es for submission of applications 
for grant of recognition/permission and their 
disposal. During the last five years, the 
Council notified Norms and Standards for 
(i) Pre-Primary Teacher Education (Early 
Childhood Care anc Education), (ii) 
Elementary Teacher Education, (iii) 
Secondary Teacher Education (B.Ed. face- 
to-face), (iv) B.Ed. (distance education 
including correspondence), (v) M.Ed. (face- 
to-face), (vi) M.Ed. (distance education 
including correspondence), (vii) C.P.Ed., 
(viii) RG. Diploma/B.P.Ed., (ix) M.P.Ed. and 
(x) B.EI.Ed. A special mention needs to be 
made about the teacher education 
programmes through distance education 
including correspondence. Over a period 
of time, the B.Ed. courses through 
correspondence conducted by various 
umversries have been perceived as having 
adversely affected the quality of teacher 
training. Tc remedy the situation, the 
Council initially issued various guidelines 
to the universities/institutions and later laid 
down the formal norms and standards. 
These steps had a salutary effect.

1.2 From its very inception, the Council 
addressed itself to the challenging task of 
regulat ng the teacher education system for 
improv ng its relevance and quality. As a 
first step and as envisaged in the Act, the 
Counci established four Regional 
Committees with their offices at Jaipur, 
Bhopal, Bhubaneshwar and Bangalore;
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